3 May 2020

A BEAUCEANT!! o *

A little Knight Templar news does you good

Staying in touch

In future issues

e Canon Richard Dear Brother Knight
Tydeman’s “Mess”

Hoping that this week’s A Beauceant will help
keep you smiling. | am especially grateful to all
the Brethren who have sent me items and ideas
for inclusion. Keep them coming please.

o A cure for boredom
during the lockdown

oA fresh look at the
History of the

Hospitallers and the )
Templars Yours in the Bonds of the Order

RE Kt Paul Calderwood

What’s going on at the back?

Masonry is full of secrets—as you know—and
in case you ever wondered what goes on
behind the front of the Organ, VE Kt Naunton
Liles, Past Great Organist, has sent me the
following item:

Not everyone knows organists play some of
the lower notes with their feet. One of the
hazards for the organist is that his sword can
play unintended notes, so in another Order
the organist has a dispensation permitting
him to attend without the mandatory sword
swing near this toes when he sits down.
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E Kt Tony Jones, the Provincial AlImoner has been doing great work
lately and if you need to contact him he would more than pleased to
hear from you. His phone number is 07834 625950.

As many of you know, Tony used to live in the north of England
(a Masonic Missionary) and he is still a member of a Preceptory
“up north”.

He was telling me recently about the following article that was pub-
lished by the KT Province of West Yorkshire and he has passed it
along - with the author’s permission - for your enjoyment:

The Caynton Caves—A fascinating mystery

If you're like me, you'll love an unexplained mystery. Especially one that
relates to Knights Templar!

| first came across the story of Caynton Caves in a newspaper article of
March 2017 and was captivated by what | was reading.

Lying just a few feet underground this cavern, for that is what it is, provides
a candle-lit glimpse into a medieval world of secrecy and ritual that will fas-
cinate every modern Knight Templar. The caves appear to date back some
700 years to about the time that the Templars had been suppressed by the
forces of avarice more commonly known
as Pope Clement and Philip the King of
France.

The caves are hidden in fairly dense

through a small hole that was thought
originally to have been a rabbit hole;
somewhat reminiscent of the hole that
Alice must have fallen through in the
story by Lewis Carroll !

The ‘rabbit-hole’ entrance to the cave at Caynton
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He also added that the cave was quite cramped and that anyone nearing six feet tall would
have had to bend down to fit in it; an arch of steel must have been a challenge!

One of the cave galleries

Scott also noted that once he was inside it was completely silent and that the caves were
bone dry even though it had been wet outside. Sadly, visits to the caves are not encouraged
by the landowner as he has, in the past, been plagued by visits from all sorts of cranks includ-
ing wizards, warlocks and assorted pagan worshippers who have tried to claim the caves for
themselves.
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Passage-way within the cave

That the caves were a refuge for our historical forebears seems to be beyond doubt; whether
that was from the Order’s persecutors or maybe, just maybe, as a refuge from the Black death
which ravaged England in the 1340s, with parallels to today!

Once we’re able to go out and about again, and if you're up so an Alice-like scramble down a
hole, then the caves could be a fascinating day out. They can be found at Caynton Hall near
Beckbury in Shropshire but it would be worth checking with the Hall before making the journey
there.

If you're more technically-minded, go on to Google and type in Caynton Caves; there’s lots
more to read about them! | hope that this article has kept you amused during these wearisome
and introverted days that we are enduring. Why not adopt the practise of giving each other a
toast every Sunday at 5pm ‘To all Knights Templar wheresoever dispersed, over the face
of earth or water’ If nothing else. It's a great excuse to open a bottle!

Yours in the Bonds of the Order E Kt Paul Eustace
Page One Templar Quiz Answers:

1 RE Kt Thomas Dunckerley in 1791 2. E Kt R Wilson Bartlett in 1953
Correction to the previous Quiz: After Acre the Knights moved to Cyprus (of course).



