
Thank you for this invitation to talk about KT 

Before talking about KT I want to set the background and briefly mention some other 

Orders. 

The reference to each those Orders has to be brief necessarily; because I plan to speak for 

just 15 minutes but we could have a 15 minute talk on each one of the other Orders. 

In the course of this Talk, I shall not reveal anything that is not already freely available on 

many websites, in Masonic magazines and to be seen in Regalia shops. 

Now as you know Freemasonry is a wonderfully well-constructed organisation. 

It constantly offers its members new horizons and new things to investigate and think 

about. 

For example when we join the Craft we look forward to moving up from the First to the 

Second and Third Degrees. Then we look forward to moving up through the various offices 

within the lodge. 

All of these are fascinating and instructive steps and - beyond them - there is a much bigger 

world outside our Craft Lodge and Royal Arch Chapter - in the many Progressive and 

Select Masonic Orders. 

So, Why go Beyond the Craft and Royal Arch? 

Well, the ritual, informs us that we need to "to distinguish and appreciate the connection of 

our whole system, and the relative dependency of its several parts" 

When we are Initiated into Freemasonry we hear a wonderful Charge which concludes by 

stating: 

"that, without neglecting the ordinary duties of your station in life, you will feel yourself 

called on to make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge" 

To make that "advancement in Masonic knowledge" implies that a Mason must journey 

"Beyond the Craft". 

In its early days of organised Freemasonry (the early 1700s) the Craft and the Royal Arch 



were Christian Orders but the rulers soon gave way to pressure to make them available to 

men of other religious backgrounds and in the process the ritual was de-Christianised. 

As a result as you know the Craft today and many Masonic Orders are open to men of any 

religion (Jews, Muslims, Hindus and so on). It is one of our proudest claims and long may 

it so continue. 

However back in the 1700s many Freemasons were very unhappy about the removal of the 

Christian references within Freemasonry and so in the middle of the 1700’s, they developed 

Masonic Rites in England and Wales that were exclusively Christian. 

Beyond the Craft with its three Degrees there are today many other Orders of Freemasonry 

some of which are open only to Christians.  

Those available to men of any religion are firstly The Royal Arch, Ancient and Accepted 

Rite, the Mark and the Order of the Secret Monitor. 

Them main Christian Orders are 

1. The United Religious, Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple and of St John of 

Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta. 

Have to be a Royal Arch Mason & to profess the Trinitarian Christian Faith 

2. The Grand Priory of Knights Beneficent of the Holy City of the Rectified Scottish Rite. 

 

 Have to be A Knight of the Temple. 

3. The Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priests or Order of Holy Wisdom 

 

Have to be a Knight Templar 

4. The Commemorative Order of St Thomas Acon . 

Have to be a Knight Templar. 

5. The Masonic and Military Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Orders of The 

Holy Sepulchre and of St John the Evangelist. 

 

Have to be a Royal Arch Mason & to profess the Trinitarian Christian Faith 

6. Royal Order of Scotland 

Have to profess the Trinitarian Christian Faith 



7. Societas Rosicruciana In Anglia. 

Have to be a Christian Master Mason 

Rather than try to describe in detail each of these Masonic Orders, I will focus this evening 

solely on  

The United Religious, Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple 

and of St John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta. 

This sublime Order of Christian Freemasonry, often referred to as Knights Templar or 

K.T., is open to all Royal Arch Masons of good standing who profess a belief the 

Trinitarian Christian Faith. 

The Knights Templar - and its associated body the Knights of Malta - represents one of the 

oldest of the Masonic Orders, emerging as it did in the middle of the 1700s. 

It became established in the south of Wales in 1812 and has been a constant feature of 

Freemasonry in the Principality ever since. 

Today, the two Orders, are governed by The Great Priory of the United Religious, Military 

and Masonic Orders of the Temple and of St John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and 

Malta of England and Wales and its Provinces Overseas. 

Both of these 'United Orders' take the inspiration for their ritual, regalia, organisation - and 

much else - from the two medieval Orders of the Templars and the Hospitallers of St John 

which emerged in the 12th century at the time of the Crusades. 

In the Middle Ages, the Knights Templar grew to be one of the most prominent and 

important of all the military religious Orders, while the Hospitallers of St John became one 

of the most long-lasting and charitable. 

The original medieval Order of Knights Templar was established after the First Crusade 

and existed from 1118 to 1312. 

However In 1307 many of the Knights Templars in France were arrested, tortured, and then 

burned at the stake by King Philip the Fair, and later - under French pressure - Pope 

Clement V in 1312 disbanded the Order and transferred much of its property to the 

Hospitallers. 



Although the Masonic Knights Templar and Knights of Malta are not direct descendants of 

the Crusader knights, both take the inspiration from their ritual, regalia, organisation and 

much else from the two mediaeval Orders that I have just described. 

Originally these were worked as a single Degree, possibly in association with others with 

which we are familiar today, and the ceremonies took place in 'Encampments' - which 

originally were held under the warrants of Royal Arch Chapters under the Grand Lodge of 

the 'Antients'. In fact, there is an Encampment in Bristol which still works them as a single 

degree. 

In 1791, seven of these Encampments joined together to form a Grand Conclave under the 

rule of Thomas Dunckerley. 

This Grand Conclave, now called the Great Priory is the longest established English 

Masonic authority, after the Grand Lodge of the Craft and Supreme Grand Chapter. 

In the KT Province of Monmouth & South Wales there are 16 Preceptories and about 400 

members. The Preceptories extend from Aberaeron in the West to Chepstow in the East. 

A Candidate must be regularly proposed and seconded into a local Preceptory, and once 

Installed, he becomes a Knight of the Masonic Order of the Temple. 

He is then eligible to join the Order of St John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta. 

Before receiving 'the Malta degree', a short introductory degree of Knight of St Paul is 

conferred, based on the history of St Paul and his journey to the island of Malta. 

Candidates for the Knights of Malta are then given 'the Mediterranean pass' so that pilgrims 

might distinguish one another from those who tried to bar their passage to the Holy Land. 

The main Malta ceremony takes place in a Chapter House of the Order, and during the 

ceremony, the history of the Order is explained and how the order eventually moved to 

Malta in 1530. 

In fact they held and defended the Island against the Turks and they became known as the 

Knights of Malta. Hence the Malta degree. They held the island until 1798, when it was 

ceded to Napoleon Bonaparte. They then changed from being a military order and returned 

to being a Charitable Order. Their full title is The Most Venerable Order of the hospital of 

St John of Jerusalem. That Order now runs the Eye Hospital there and has branches all over 



the world. The order also founded the St John Ambulance Brigade in 1887. 

Nowadays, the Preceptories (or lodges) of the 'United Orders' are major supporters of the 

fine work undertaken by the St John's Eye Hospital Group in Jerusalem. 

Membership of the modern United Orders brings with it the opportunity to engage in some 

of the most colourful and impressive ceremonial in Freemasonry and to develop strong and 

warm friendships with fellow knights and their families throughout the Principality and 

beyond. 

The elaborate and impressive regalia of the two Orders is based on the dress worn by the 

Crusaders. 

As regards regalia the Knights Templar wear a white tunic faced with a red Cross Pattee, 

together with a white mantle and a red cap, each also bearing a cross, and also they wear a 

jewel, star, and sash. 

In the Order of Malta a red tunic, black mantle, and a black cap is worn, each bearing a 

white Maltese Cross, also together with a jewel. A Knight of Malta can generally use KT 

Regalia, minus the KT specific items of the sash, star, and KT jewel. 

The common items of regalia shared between the two Orders are plain black cotton gloves 

(or black leather gauntlets), a belt and frog, and a lightweight ceremonial sword, though not 

a two-handed arming sword as was in general use among the Crusaders. 

The Province of Monmouth and South Wales operates a pre-owned regalia service which 

enables brethren to purchase items at greatly reduced prices. 

As you have seen there is so much out there 'Beyond the Craft', and I have only just 

scratched the surface of it. 

It is important to remember that many Brethren are happy to limit their Freemasonry to the 

initial three degrees of Craft Masonry - and none of us should ever judge or criticise them 

for it. 

For myself - and many others - however, the journey is far too interesting, rewarding and 

self-fulfilling to stop and to never venture beyond the BLUE. 

There are a number of directions to follow on the Grand Masonic Staircase and the 



direction to follow is up to the Individual. 

BUT Whatever direction we take and however far we go we must never lose sight of the 

most important part of Freemasonry. 

Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth 

and remember however Grand and Ornate the regalia we wear in our various Orders and 

Meetings, the most important regalia of them all is the one we have all worn: 

The white apron. 


