NB PLEASE READ THIS SLOWLY - BECAUSE ITIS A COMPLEX
STORY TO PUT ACROSS -

AND SOME PEOPLE WILL NEED MORE TIME THAN OTHERS TO
ABSORB IT AND KEEP UP'!

THE ROYAL ARCH AND KNIGHT TEMPLAR FREEMASONRY

For well over 250 years, a strong and healthy connection has
existed between Royal Arch and Knight Templar Freemasonry.

Evidence and confirmation of this close connection between
these two Masonic Orders can be found in many of the most
respected history books.

For example in The Freemasons’ Book of the Royal Arch,
E Comp Bernard Jones wrote:

“Itis well proven that the two degrees were closely related in their
early days and that in the 1780s the R.A. was just as essential a
preliminary to Knights Templar as it is today..... The spread of the
Templar degrees in association with the Royal Arch was due in
large part, it is thought, to the movements of military regiments,
for in their lodges and chapters the Antient working was
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predominant”.

E Comp Frederick Smyth, a later writer and Prestonian Lecturer,
added that “the origins of the Masonic Order [of Knights Templar]
remain open to debate and there are those who place them in
France, but a very probable starting point lies in Germany, in the
Rite of Strict Observance.... It seems likely that members of our
travelling regimental lodges acquired from it a Templar degree.”?

" Bernard Jones, The Freemasons’ Book of the Royal Arch, pp. 203-204.
2 Frederick Smyth, A Reference Book for Freemasons, p. 288.



Let me make a brief digression here because - to understand
what has just been said - it is important to know something
about Grand Lodges and Travelling Warrants. Many Brethren
will be fully aware - but others may not and may be puzzled.

In the 1700s there was not just one Grand Lodge, but
several, and one of the biggest was the Antients Grand
Lodge. The Antients and the Grand Lodge of Ireland both
granted “Travelling Warrants” which authorised regimental
lodges to hold legitimate meetings wherever their military
duties took them around the world.

These military lodges and their Travelling Warrants were
especially important in explaining how Freemasonry spread
from Britain so quickly - even to far flung parts of the world.

In their travels British soldiers sometimes fought alongside
German regiments and, it is thought, that they may have
acquired a knowledge of Templar Freemasonry from German
soldiers while stationed on the mainland of Europe.

Within the British jurisdiction, the earliest Knight Templar
ceremonies, recorded, were worked initially in

(A)

Craft Lodges like those:

governed by the Grand Lodge of All England at York in 1760
and the St Andrews Craft Lodge in 1769 in Boston,
Massachusetts (remember that the American Colonies were
then still part of the British Empire).

and then, increasingly, in

(B) Royal Arch Chapters like

The Royal Arch Chapter of Friendship at Portsmouth - which
was authorised by The Grand Superintendent of Hampshire,



Thomas Dunckerley, to confer the Knight Templar degree in
1778.

e and the Royal Arch Chapter of Sincerity, Peace and
Prosperity in Devonportin 1776

Knight Templar Members of Chapters would arrive most probably
on the normal chapter meeting days (but earlier than the other
Royal Arch Companions) and hold a Knight Templar meeting first
and then attend the full Chapter meeting afterwards.

Alternatively, they might have held their meetings on a separate
day - or as a sort of Inner Working during a Chapter meeting.

This is the subject of ongoing further investigation.

Later in the 18™ century the Templars started to meet separately,
in what were called Encampments (as distinct from Lodges or
Chapters) — a term which was later changed to Preceptories.

By 1791, the Knight Templar numbers had increased to the point
where a separate governing body was established to regulate
them.

Called The Grand Conclave, it later changed its name to one we
are more familiar with today, namely the Great Priory.

The first Grand Master of the Masonic Knights Templar was
Thomas Dunckerley - who was the chief promoter of the Royal
Arch in the 1700s and Grand Superintendent of 18 Royal Arch
Provinces.

In 1792, Dunckerley wrote that 120 Knights had been registered at
The Templar Grand Conclave.

We know that by 1794 the Grand Conclave was governing twenty-
four encampments. (At least eleven of these encampments had
been constituted by Dunckerley himself).



For more information about this remarkable Brother and
Companion and his burning enthusiasm for Freemasonry, please
see the book about his life which was written by W Bro Ron
Chudley.

Dunckerley was the guiding light in the expansion of both the
Royal Arch and Knight Templar Freemasonry at that time and he
set the pattern - still observed today - of ensuring that all
candidates for Knight Templar Freemasonry must have been
exalted in the Royal Arch first.

Both Orders have a strong religious theme and a deep reverence
for God and as such — even though they focus on different periods
in history —they make a natural pair.

The 2025 Royal Arch Initiative within the Knight Templar Province
of Monmouth and South Wales has been designed to forge
stronger links between the two Orders - so that each can benefit
the other.

As far as Knight Templars are concerned, our future, and the
supply of Candidates, is heavily dependent upon a strong Royal
Arch - and so it is very much in our interests to do all that we can
to help the Chapters flourish.

A first step in this process is to appoint a Knight Templar
representative in as many Chapters as possible. | would like to
see each Preceptory linked formally to at least four Chapters. The
four representatives would be appointed and invested by the
Provincial Prior and provided with an identifying lapel badge and a
toolkit of material that he can draw upon in responding to
questions about Templar Freemasonry.

Different Chapters will no doubt want to make use of a Knight
Templar representative in various ways. Some will for example
print his name on the foot of their Summons and might invite him



once a year to read a short report on the health of the Preceptory
to which the Chapter is attached. Others may want him to give a
Talk, on occasions when there is no Candidate (or to invite a guest
Knight Templar speaker).

Conversely the Knight Templar Representative will keep the
Preceptory well informed about the progress of the Chapter and
promote special events which they have coming up.

All of this will develop as we move forward together arm in arm
but one of the things we want to see is more interaction between
the two organisations, with Knight Templar members attending
and taking an active part in the life of their Chapters.

This Royal Arch Initiative will help Lodge and Chapter members
find an easy route into Knight Templar Freemasonry and we hope
that at a later stage to see Chapters created with a specific Knight
Templar theme.

The Royal Arch Grand Superintendents of Monmouthshire, South
Wales and West Wales all recognise the importance of this
Initiative, and they have given their support to it by letting their
Chapters know. They recognise the obvious advantages to the
Royal Arch of this Initiative just as much as we do in Knight
Templar Freemasonry.



